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Meeting held: 13 August 2013 

ABRIDGED REPORT ON BUNDABERG OPEN FOR DEVELOPMENT 
INCENTIVES SCHEME – MODIFIED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

 

Note: Information of a commercially sensitive nature or relating to legal 
matters has been removed from the report that was presented to Council 
on 13 August 2013. 

 

Portfolio: 

Infrastructure & Planning Services 

Subject: 

Development Incentives Initiative – Bundaberg Open for Development   

Report Author:  

Michael Ellery, Group Manager Development 

Authorised by:  

Andrew Fulton, General Manager Infrastructure & Planning Services  

Link to Corporate Plan: 

Economy - 4.3.2 Support and facilitate employment opportunities for the community       
 

Background:  

On 5 June 2013 the Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA) Bundaberg 
Branch wrote to Council outlining suggested temporary measures that Council could 
adopt to address the ongoing downturn in development activity within the Bundaberg 
Region.   The letter in essence outlines four (4) proposals, three (3) of which relate to 
infrastructure charges.  The fourth, relating to rates discounts for vacant land, has 
not been pursued further at this time as through discussions officers and the UDIA 
have identified infrastructure charging is the primary issue. 

In summary, the UDIA’s suggestions relating to infrastructure charging are:- 

 A discount for “shovel ready” projects of 50% if completed prior to 30 June 2014 
or 25% if completed prior to 31 December 2014 off the charge levied in the 
approval; 

 A discount for targeted development that provides ongoing economic and social 
benefit to the region.  Examples of such development identified include industrial, 
commercial, medical, retail, tourism and infill residential development.  Discounts 
suggested are 75% if completed by 30 September 2014, 50% if completed by 31 
March 2015 and 25% if completed by 31 December 2015; and 

 Defer payment of charges to the settlement time for the purchase of new lots.   
 
Current Infrastructure Charges Regime 

Council currently levies infrastructure charges in accordance with the Bundaberg 
Regional Council Adopted Infrastructure Charges Resolution (No. 1) 2012 (AICR) 
that took effect on 1 March 2012.   
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The AICR, in summary, implements the capped charges implemented by the State 
Government through the State Planning Regulatory Provisions (Adopted Charges) 
that was released in 2011, as well as setting out arrangements for credits and 
offsets, identifies Council’s trunk infrastructure networks and standards of service, 
and includes mapping of Council’s Priority Infrastructure Area(s) (PIA) (see 
Attachment 2). 

In addition to the above, the AICR also provides for discounts to the capped charges.  
The discounts are variable and are largely based on the location of the development 
within the region.  Discounts range from 10% to 65%, with 100% discount given for 
emergency services facilities.  The current discounts are set out in Table 3 of the 
AICR. 

In addition to the discounts to infrastructure charges, it is noted that Council has 
determined that for development applications lodged prior to the implementation of 
the AICR, the charges will be limited to the amount that would have been applicable 
under any of the repealed infrastructure contribution policies.  This has also 
delivered substantial discounts for proposed developments. 

Since the implementation of the AICR, as at 1 August 2013, Council has issued 
Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notices calculated on the capped charge levying a 
total of $5.8 million.  This excludes the discounts granted under the current AICR, 
which total approximately $2 million.  The amount of other charges issued for 
developments lodged prior to 1 March 2012 is not know at this time, however for the 
same period approximately $850,000 in infrastructure charges and contributions has 
been collected.   
 
Proposed Development Incentives 

Independently of the letter from the UDIA, Council’s Development Group had 
commenced work on developing a broad range of incentives aimed at stimulating 
development activity and longer term economic growth.  The incentives were mainly 
focussed on facilitating outcomes and providing for faster assessment times so that 
Council was not in a position of holding up appropriate development that could 
achieve these aims. 

Subsequent to receipt of the UDIA’s letter, key staff met with representatives of the 
UDIA to discuss these broader initiatives as well as the specific suggestions made 
by the UDIA.  Following this meeting and a number of further follow up discussions, 
an incentives package has been developed that seeks to achieve the goals of 
stimulating development activity, job creation and Council’s Corporate Plan 
outcomes.  The incentives package, to be identified as “Bundaberg Open for 
Development”, includes the following key elements: 
 
1. Free pre-lodgment meetings for proposed developments; 

It is intended to expand on our existing service and formalise outcomes from 
such meetings.  Senior Development Group staff will attend so that decisions can 
be made (within the limits of statutory provisions and delegated authority) and 
commitment made to outcomes reached.  This will be provided as a free service. 
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2. Incentives for development that creates longer term employment and 
makes efficient use of existing infrastructure (Targeted Development); 

To ensure that Council receives the maximum long-term benefit from investing in 
development, in line with the UDIA’s second suggestion it is proposed to target 
development that can deliver longer term job creation and economic growth with 
a range of incentives aimed at encouraging these to proceed.  Targeted 
Development is defined as commercial, industrial (including rural industry), 
medical and education development, development located within the CBD of 
Bundaberg, core tourism precinct of Bargara and the town centres of Gin Gin and 
Childers, indoor recreation uses and infill residential development.  The CBD, 
Bargara and town centre areas are based on current zoning and maps of these 
areas are included as Attachment 3.  Importantly, apart from Rural Industry, it is 
proposed the incentives only apply to development located within the PIAs so 
that Council can make best use of its existing infrastructure networks where 
generally the provision of new trunk infrastructure is not needed to facilitate 
development.  The current PIA maps are included as Attachment 4.  Of note, as 
well as the above identified areas, the PIAs include a number of smaller 
communities including Moore Park, Burnett Heads, Woodgate and Sharon.  
Please refer to Attachment 4 to see all PIAs within the Bundaberg region. 

The incentives for eligible development that have been identified are: 

 A 10% reduction in development application fees for any application lodged 
by 30 June 2014; 

 Fast tracked assessment – Council will prioritise the assessment of targeted 
development applications and make a determination within 20 days of the 
application entering decision stage wherever possible. 

 Discounts off the adopted infrastructure charges: 
 75% discount for developments that start construction after 1 September 

2013 and are completed by 30 September 2014; 
 50% discount for developments that start construction after 1 September 

2013 and are completed by 24 March 2015; 
 25% discount for developments that start construction after 1 September 

2013 and are completed by 24 December 2015. 

For applications approved with contributions calculated under the repealed 
policies, it is proposed that they can take advantage of the lesser of either their 
conditioned amount or the above discounts. 

Developers looking to take advantage of the infrastructure charge discounts will 
be required to make a simple application which will allow Council to collect data 
about the economic benefits of the development and ensure that the 
development meets the set criteria.  A copy of the application form and 
associated rules for this initiative are included as Attachment 3.  Applicants will 
be notified within five (5) days of submitting their application about the outcome, 
noting that the only criteria for assessment is whether the development meets the 
criteria under section 2 of the rules attached to the policy (see Attachment 3).   

To receive the discounts, developers will be required to complete their 
development by the relevant completion date, and any development completed 
after 24 December 2015 will not be eligible for any discount. 
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It is proposed to secure performance against the time frames by requiring 
developers to enter into an infrastructure agreement.  A template agreement has 
been prepared and will be filled out by Council officers from data collected on the 
application form.  Of note, the agreement allows Council at its absolute discretion 
to extend any of the completion dates where a developer has shown sufficient 
reason as to why they cannot comply with the completion date.  Any requests for 
extension to the completion date will be presented to Council for determination.  
To facilitate the speedy issuance of infrastructure agreements, it is also proposed 
that Council grant authority to the Chief Executive Officer to execute any 
infrastructure agreements prepared for eligible development. 

 
3. Continuing Existing Discounts and Review of the AICR 

As noted above, the existing AICR contains a range of existing discounts off the 
Adopted Infrastructure Charge that have been applied since 1 March 2012.   In 
the interim, it is intended that these discounts continue to apply. 

The AICR is now over 15 months old and it is appropriate that it be reviewed.  In 
particular, it is noted that the State government has released a discussion paper 
on infrastructure planning and charging reform earlier this year.  Although the 
suggestions contained in the discussion paper do not yet represent government 
policy it is clear that the existing AICR requires refinement to bring it up to date 
with current thinking in some areas.  Accordingly, it is proposed to undertake a 
review of the existing AICR with the following aims in mind:- 

 Providing consistency of discounting across the entire region; 

 Review the current level of discounting in light of the discounts being provided 
for targeted development to ensure that discounts remain affordable for 
Council; 

 Align crediting and offsetting arrangements to match current practice including 
enabling developers to achieve full cost recovery for provision of trunk 
infrastructure; 

 Deleting the provisions relating to contributions for shortfalls in car parking.  
The focus would then be for the Development Assessment team to work with 
developers to provide appropriate levels of parking for proposed uses; and 

 Identify opportunities for early adoption of ideas from the State’s discussion 
paper on charges reform. 

It is anticipated that the review will commence once the draft planning scheme 
has been submitted for the state interest check and will be completed prior to the 
end of 2013. 

 
4. Dedicated Senior Planner for Major Projects 

As Council will be aware, as part of the restructure of the Development Group a 
Senior Planner Major Projects position was created to act as a “go to” person for 
developers of projects that are of a size and nature of regional significance.  By 
being a dedicated resource focussed on these types of applications, Council will 
be able to offer faster assessment times and specialised assistance.  Preliminary 
feedback from the development industry about the creation of this position has 
been very positive.  Now that the position has been filled it is intended to more 
widely advertise this service. 
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5. Fast Tracking Development – DA Innovation Project 

Council has commenced participation in the DA Innovation Project, a new 
program co-funded by the State Government, Local Government Association 
Queensland and the Bundaberg Regional Council.  The project aims to reduce 
red tape and assessment times as a further stimulus to the development industry.  
Key outcomes that Council is seeking to achieve from participation in the project 
include:- 

 Fast tracking of low complexity applications and concurrence agency 
referrals, targeting a five day assessment period; 

 Speeding up operational works applications including possible self-
assessment for low risk works; 

 Fast tracking approvals for plans of subdivision; 

 Allowing on-line lodgment of documentation by private building certifiers; 

 A new Development Manual that standardizes and simplifies civil works 
requirements for new development; and 

 A new standard conditions package aimed at reducing onerous and 
unnecessary conditioning of approvals.  

It is expected that these and other initiatives will be progressively rolled out from 
1 September 2013. 

Attachment 7 to this report contains the draft fact sheet for the overall initiative which 
provides further information about the above matters.  A further fact sheet is 
currently being prepared in relation to infrastructure charging to explain the Council’s 
charging framework and discounts available under both the existing AICR and the 
Bundaberg Open for Development scheme. 

Deferred Payment of Infrastructure Charges 

The UDIA have requested that Council seek to defer payment of infrastructure 
charges until time of settlement for new lots.  In their letter they suggest that there 
are a number of options for achieving this but do not provide any detail on what 
these options might be. 

Further discussions with the UDIA did not progress beyond conceptual discussions 
but it is understood that the options referred to include:- 
1. Collecting infrastructure charges as part of the property conveyance process 

currently undertaken by solicitors, similar to the collection of stamp duty; and 
2. Relying on Council’s ability to collect outstanding infrastructure charges as 

outstanding rates under the powers of the Local Government Act. 

It is considered that neither of these options is appropriate at this time.  The first 
option would require changes to state government legislation and the second might 
place Council in the undesirable position of having to resume homes from owners 
unaware that the developer had not paid the charges. 

It is noted that the question of deferred payment was raised in the State 
government’s discussion paper on infrastructure charges reform.  In the discussion 
paper, it is concluded that the proposed deferment option suggested by the UDIA 
results in  a number of significant issues including flow on impacts to financiers, 
developers and purchasers that would appear to outweigh any benefits to be gained.  
Instead, the preferred reform option is to delay payment to the time the plan of 
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survey is approved.  This is the timing for payment already adopted by the 
Bundaberg Regional Council. 

Accordingly, whilst the possibility for further consideration of this issue remains open, 
it would be prudent to await the outcome of the State’s review of the infrastructure 
planning and charging framework before making any substantial changes to current 
practice. 

Associated Person/Organization:  

N/A 
Consultation:  

In preparation of this report and the proposed incentives policy, the following people 
and organizations have been consulted:- 
 
1. UDIA Bundaberg 
2. Mayor and Chairman of the Planning & Development Committee 
3. General Manager Infrastructure and Planning; 
4. Senior staff of the Development Group. 
 
In addition, a review was undertaken of existing incentives programs put in place by 
the following Queensland local governments:  

 Redland City Council 

 Logan City Council 

 Mackay Regional Council 

 Toowoomba Regional Council 

 Fraser Coast Regional Council 

 Cairns Regional Council 

 Townsville City Council 

 Sunshine Coast Regional Council 

 Gold Coast City Council 

Policy Implications:  

The proposed infrastructure charges incentives would be inconsistent with Council’s 
current AICR.  It is proposed to review the AICR by the end of the 2013 calendar 
year to address this and other issues identified with the current AICR. 

Financial and Resource Implications:  

Infrastructure Charges Discounts 

For the 2012/2013 financial year the following infrastructure charges (approximate) 
were collected: 

 
Infrastructure Network Amount Collected 

Roads, Drainage and Open Space $140,000 

Sewerage $187,000 

Water $155,00 

TOTAL $482,000 
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As would be expected, there are a large number of approvals that have been 
previously granted that may be able to take advantage of this proposal.  In relation to 
the contributions or charges levied, these approvals fall within two broad categories.  
The first category is those approvals issue with an Infrastructure Charge levied 
pursuant to the capped charge under the AICR.  A summary of the approvals in this 
first category that could take advantage of the proposed incentives is given in the 
table below: 

 

Use 
Number of 
Approvals 

Capped 
Charge 

(Approx.) 

Current 
Discounts 
(Approx.) 

75% 
Discount 

50% 
Discount 

25% 
Discount 

Commercial 6 $3,390,000 $974,000 $2,542,500 $1,695,000 $847,500 

Industrial 3 $282,000 $22,000 $211,500 $141,000 $70,500 

Medical 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Education 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

CBD 
Development 

0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Town Centre 
Development 

1 $115,000 $29,000 $86,250 $57,500 $28,750 

Bargara 
Tourism  

1 $34,000 $3,000 $25,500 $17,000 $8,500 

Indoor 
Recreation 

1 $9,000 $2,000 $6,750 $4,500 $2,250 

Infill 
Development 

18 $1,041,000 $199,000 $780,750 $520,500 $260,250 

Totals 30 $4,871,000  $1,229,000  $3,653,250  $2,435,500  $1,217,750  

 
Although unlikely, if all of the developments identified were completed by 30 
September 2014, the new incentives would result in an additional discounting of 
infrastructure charges of approximately $2,400,000.  Otherwise, by December 2015 
the incentives would not increase the amount of discount to be given as discounts 
would actually be greater under the existing arrangements, although this may differ 
slightly as projects in the coastal areas would still be able to benefit from the greater 
discount under the incentives (ie 25% instead of the current 10%). 

The second category of approvals is made up of those issued either prior to 1 March 
2012 or those issued after 1 March 2012 that were issued with infrastructure charges 
notices calculated under the repealed policies.  Although time constraints have not 
allowed officers to calculate the potential amount of additional discount that would be 
generated by these developments, there are currently 136 approvals issued since 
March 2008 that have not yet commenced and may be eligible for discount under 
this initiative. 

Council is currently assessing a number of applications that could also take 
advantage of the discounts.  A summary of these applications and the potential 
financial impacts is below: 
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Use 
Number of 

Applications 

Capped 
Charge 

(Approx.) 

Current 
Discounts 
(Approx.) 

75% 
Discount 

50% 
Discount 

25% 
Discount 

Commercial 3 $4,200,000   $1,056,000  $3,150,000  $2,100,000  $1,050,000  

Industrial 1 $125,000   $31,000  $93,750  $62,500  $31,250  

Medical 1 $15,000  $3,000  $11,250  $7,500  $3,750  

Education 0 n/a     n/a    n/a    n/a    n/a    

CBD 
Development 

0 n/a    n/a    n/a    n/a    n/a    

Town Centre 
Development 

1 $80,000   $31,000  $60,000  $40,000  $20,000  

Bargara 
Tourism 
Precinct 

0 n/a     n/a    n/a    n/a    n/a    

Indoor 
Recreation 

1 $840,000   $210,000  $630,000  $420,000  $210,000  

Infill 
Development 

6 $540,000   $97,000  $405,000  $270,000  $135,000.00  

Totals 13 $5,800,000  $1,428,000  $4,350,000  $2,900,000  $1,450,000  

 
Similarly to existing approvals, assuming all developments could be completed by 30 
June 2014 the new incentives would require Council to provide an additional 
$2,930,00 (approximate) in discounts above those currently available.  If all 
development was completed by 24 December 2015 then the additional discount 
would drop to approximately $22,000, however these figures may vary as 
development approved under the current AICR and associated discounts regime for 
areas such as Gin Gin and Childers may not chose to apply under the incentives 
policy if they can only complete by December 2015 (because discounts in these 
areas range from 25% to 65%). 

The unknown in determining the true financial impact the discounts may have is 
those development proposals not yet lodged with Council.  Although it may be 
possible to identify a number of proposals (eg. through records of pre-lodgment 
meetings, etc), it is impossible to quantify how many or what type of additional 
developments may be encouraged to proceed as a result of the proposed discounts.  
The intent of the discounts, together with the other incentives, is to stimulate 
development activity and hence there may be a risk that they might be too 
successful in that at some point the amount of discounts given may be too great.   

 

Accordingly, it is intended that officers will continually monitor discounts granted 
under the approval process and the take up rate of those to keep Council informed of 
the financial impacts as well as, being equally important, reporting on the success of 
the incentives package.  

Of particular note, the above figures for current applications and approvals are 
particularly influenced by a single large commercial development proposal.  Whilst 
larger developments have the potential to provide a higher number of new jobs and 
other flow on benefits, the amount of discount for individual projects is very high.  
Apart from the identified proposal, officers are aware of three other significantly large 
development proposals.  To provide an indication of the scale of discount and the 
financial impact this would have for large developments, three specific examples that 
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meet the targeted development criteria have been examined.  The following table 
shows the difference between the current and new policies (approximate figures): 

 

Development Example A Example B Example C Total 

Capped Charge $ 4,200,000 $1,900,000 $2,600,000  
 

$8,700,000 

Current Discount $1,050,000 $475,000  $650,000  
 

$2,175,000 

Proposed discount if 
constructed by 30 Sep 2014 

$3,150,00 $1,425,000  $1,950,000  
 

$6,525,000 

Proposed discount if 
constructed by 31 Mar 2015 

$2,100,000 $950,000  
 

$1,300,000  
 

$4,350,000 

Proposed discount if 
constructed by 24 Dec 2015 

$1,050,000 $475,000  
 

$650,000  $2,175,000 

  
It is clear that a substantially small number of developments have the potential to 
significantly increase the amount of discount given under the proposed incentives.  
To limit this impact, it is suggested that Council consider putting in place a limit on 
the amount of discount for any single development similar to the provisions used in 
the Gold Coast City Council’s “Kick Start” policy.  In this instance, it is considered 
that a maximum discount of $1 million for any one development would still provide a 
significant increase in discount for these projects above the discounts currently 
available.  

As can be seen from the above discussion and figures, the proposed discounts have 
the potential to significantly reduce the amount of infrastructure charges collected.  
Council’s long term financial plan for funding trunk infrastructure is based on Council 
receiving $2.85 million in infrastructure charge payments annually (this is a total for 
all networks).  As can be seen from the figures for last financial year the Council is 
already failing to collect this amount.   

Any additional discounting will obviously further reduce the amount of charges 
received and available to fund trunk infrastructure.  The implications of under 
collecting on infrastructure charges are: 

 

 If the proposed trunk infrastructure program is to be maintained, additional 
funding will be required to be found from alternative sources, such as increased 
borrowings, rates and charges or grants, or a decrease in other Council 
expenditure.  It is noted that there are currently limitations on Council’s ability to 
undertake additional borrowings and the ability for the Bundaberg community to 
sustain additional rate rises is low. 
 

 If additional funding cannot be obtained, then planned trunk infrastructure 
projects will either need to be delayed or cancelled.  The delay or cancellation of 
trunk infrastructure would then have flow on effects to the planning scheme, in 
particular it would require a review of proposed growth areas if infrastructure 
would not be available to service them. 
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It is also noted that future development, especially that on the coastal strip and in the 
growth corridors where they are located at the edge of existing trunk infrastructure 
networks, often requires the provision of trunk infrastructure to enable servicing.   
Clearly any delaying or cancellation of trunk infrastructure projects may have a flow 
on impact on the ability to service development reliant on these projects in a way that 
remains viable for developers.  Even if developers were to build the trunk 
infrastructure (either ahead of time or building unplanned works) Council would then 
be required to provide offsets against infrastructure charges or refunds.  Both would 
have significant short and long term impact on Council, as Council’s financial plans 
are based on receiving cash payments rather than the equivalent value of assets.  In 
the event of having to provide refunds, Council will either have to provide a cash 
payment at the time (further impacting on the budget) or the developer would have to 
go banker and Council repay them over time as they collect charges from other 
developments.  Previous experience with this latter funding method would suggest 
that there is resistance from the development industry to it given the upfront costs 
and impact on development viability. 

Potentially counterbalancing these impacts, whilst the proposed incentives will most 
likely have a short term impact, if they do succeed in stimulating economic growth in 
the region which in turn leads to higher than expected population growth then 
Council may see a return over future years in the form of increased revenue from 
rates and charges.  The incentives may also stimulate the construction of other 
development not included in the incentives, such as green-field residential 
development, that will generate additional infrastructure charges. 

Population growth is very reliant on a number of factors apart from development 
activity which are outside of Council’s control and any increase that might result from 
this policy is impossible to quantify.  Accordingly, caution is urged about relying on 
increased population growth to provide for Council’s ongoing financial sustainability 
and its ability to maintain its current trunk infrastructure program.  It is also noted that 
if a substantial amount of development is delivered or population growth occurs at a 
rate faster than anticipated, this might bring forward the need to provide certain trunk 
infrastructure which will also impact on Council’s long term financial and capital 
delivery plans.  
 
Application Fees for Targeted and Infill Development 

As noted above, it is proposed to offer a 10% discount on application fees for 
targeted development.  Similarly to infrastructure charges, it is impossible to estimate 
how many applications will be generated by these initiatives.  However, given the low 
percentage of discount it is anticipated that any discount will be offset by an increase 
in the number of applications, providing an overall increase in application revenue.  
Any increase in application activity can be effectively managed utilising existing staff 
levels, especially given the expected efficiency gains to be achieved through 
participation in the DA Innovation Project. 

Other Incentives 

In relation to the involvement of Council in the DA Innovation Project, Council has 
already committed $14,300 (2012-13 financial year) being the Bundaberg Regional 
Council’s portion for funding of the project.  Any further work on developing and 
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implementing outcomes from the project will be undertaken utilising existing staff and 
resources and within the existing operational budget for the Development Group. 
 
Conclusion 

In response to the ongoing prevailing economic conditions, Council officers in 
consultation with the UDIA and other key stakeholders have prepared an incentives 
package designed to encourage increased development activity that leads to longer 
term economic growth and job creation.  The incentives package, to be known as 
“Bundaberg Open for Development”, ties in with other initiatives being undertaken by 
Council and others to bolster economic development and promote the concept of 
Bundaberg being open for business. 

Whilst some initiatives have been designed to benefit all development, other specific 
measures have been created for targeted and infill development.  These specific 
measures include: 

 reduced application fees,  

 discounts off infrastructure charges in return for delivering development within set 
time frames; and 

 Expedited assessment of applications. 

Ongoing improvements within the Development Group to process and policy, 
including the formulation of the new Bundaberg Region planning scheme, will 
provide real benefits to the development industry in terms of faster assessment 
times, deregulation of development and reduced holding costs.  

Most of the incentives can be delivered either within existing operational budget 
limitations or will have minimal impacts, and will be done utilising existing resources.  
However, the discounting of infrastructure charges has the potential to have a 
significant impact on both short term budgets and longer term financial and capital 
plans.  The report has outlined the scope of the potential impacts from know projects 
and examined the significant impacts of major development proposals currently in 
the process of being prepared for lodgment with Council.   
 

Although the full extent of the impact cannot be know and will only become apparent 
over time, it is likely that further discounting will have impacts on Council’s long term 
financial plan, ability to borrow funding and delivery of trunk infrastructure which will 
have flow on effects on the viability of future development reliant on the provision of 
new trunk infrastructure. 

The infrastructure discounts will provide real benefits to the development industry in 
terms of improving project viability.  If these initiatives are successful and stimulate a 
significant upsurge in development activity then the Bundaberg region is likely to see 
flow on benefits in terms of increased economic development and job creation with 
flow on effects to existing businesses as population increases and increased wages 
are spent within the local economy.  Council in turn would be likely to experience a 
corresponding increase in rates and other revenue. 

In determining whether to adopt the proposed infrastructure charges discounts, it is 
recommended to Council that they satisfy themselves that the benefits of such a 
policy outweigh the impacts it may have on the longer term financial sustainability of 
the Council.  In the event Council does proceed with infrastructure charge 
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discounting, officers will monitor and regularly report on the effectiveness of the 
policy to the Council. 

Regardless of the outcome of the incentives policy, officers intend to undertake a 
review of the current AICR to bring it up-to-date and address some issues with its 
current operation. 

In the event that Council decides to proceed with the “Bundaberg Open for 
Development” initiative, a range of measures have been prepared to ensure that the 
details of the initiative are promoted and reach the intended target audience 
including facts sheets, direct mail outs, media releases, articles for e-newsletters and 
updates for the Council’s web site. 


